
Using Aristotle’s Topics     

Name____________________ _______

 

To Discover a Working Thesis 

 

Your Topic ____________________________________________________________  

 

 To what larger class does _____ belong? 

 What makes _____ unique in it’s class? 

 What characteristics does _____ share with others? 

 What makes _____ different from others? 

 What makes _____happen? 

 What came before _____? 

 What came after _____? 

 What precedents or influences led to _____? 

 What future is indicated by past evidence _____? 

 What claims do authorities make about  _____? 

 Who has experienced _____? 

 What documented research give insight on _____? 

 What is commonly accepted about _____? 

 What established principles are true, challenged, or changed by _____? 

 What instances can you find that help define or are defined by _____? 

  



Using Modern Tagmemics    

Name____________________ _______

 

To Discover a Working Thesis 

 

Your Topic ____________________________________________________________  

 

 How is your topic a thing in itself?  What elements are essential its definition? 

 How is your topic a thing defined by context, class, or role? 

 How is your topic a thing changing over time? 

 

 

Example of Aristotle’s Topics with Emily Dickinson as the topic 

 

 

Example of Modern Tagmemics with Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

as the example 

 


